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CROP REPORT FOR WEEK ENDING AUGUST 23

Crop conditions declined for the first time since mid-
July, according to the Indiana Agricultural Statistics
Service. Although both crops are still in good
condition, corn is beginning to show the results of
spring nitrogen leeching and soybeans are suffering
from increasing reports of Sudden Death Syndrome.
Dry soil conditions are also stressing crops in many
areas. Progress remains ahead of average for both
crops.

CORN

Corn condition is rated 66 percent good to
excellent, compared to 70 percent last week, and 54
percent last year. Eighty-three percent of the corn is
in the dough stage, ahead of 77 percent last year
and the 74 percent average. By region, 86 percent
is in the dough stage in the north, 89 percent in the
central, and 65 percent in the south. Thirty-five
percent of the crop is in the dent stage, ahead of
the 19 percent average. By region, 35 percent is
dented in the north, 39 percent in the central, and 26
percent in the south.

SOYBEANS

Soybean condition is rated 70 percent good to
excellent, compared to 74 percent last week, and 60
percent last year. Eighty-seven percent of the
soybean crop is setting pods, ahead of the 83
percent average. By region, 92 percent of the crop
is setting pods in the north, 90 percent in the central,
and 70 percent in the south. Five percent of the
crop is shedding leaves, primarily in the northern
two-thirds of the state.

OTHER CROPS

Pasture condition is rated 13 percent excellent, 49
percent good, 31 percent fair, 6 percent poor and 1
percent very poor. Third cutting of alfalfa is 66
percent complete.

DAYS SUITABLE and SOIL MOISTURE

For the week ending Friday, 6.8 days were rated
suitable for fieldwork. Topsoil moisture was rated 1
percent very short, 23 percent short, 73 percent
adequate and 3 percent surplus. Subsoil moisture
was rated 1 percent very short, 13 percent short, 83
percent adequate and 3 percent surplus.

CROP PROGRESS

Crop This | Last | Last|5-Year
Week |Week]| Year| Avg
Percent
Corn Dough 83 63 77 74
Corn Dent 35 13 12 19
Soybeans Podding 87 74 90 83
Soybeans Shedding 5 NA 0 0
CROP CONDITION
Crop E,/gg Poor | Fair [Good El)é(;ﬁ"
Percent
Corn 2 7 25 51 15
Soybeans 2 6 22 50 20
Pasture 1 6 31 49 13
SolL MOISTURE
This Last Last
Week Week Year
Percent
Topsoil
Very Short 1 0 0
Short 23 4 10
Adequate 73 79 79
Surplus 3 17 11
Subsoil
Very Short 1 0 4
Short 13 5 22
Adequate 83 79 65
Surplus 3 16 9

--Ralph W. Gann, State Statistician

--Lance Honig, Agricultural Statistician
E-Mail Address: nass-in@nass.usda.gov
http://info.aes.purdue.edu/agstat/nass.html



Crop Progress

% Corn In Dough - Indiana
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% Corn Dented - indiana
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% Soybeans Podding - Indiana
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% Soybeans Shedding Leaves - indiana
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What A Mess!
(aka Multiple Ears on Single Ear Shank)

The annual Dog Days of August always bring out the
odd stories down at the Chat 'n Chew Café. The
latest one originated with Marty who claimed he was
in a corn field the other day checking out the
condition of the developing ears (for which he
receives a gold star considering how hot and muggy
it's been lately!). Seems that he was finding
multiple-eared plants along the edges of the field.

Now, multiple-eared plants in and of themselves are
not an oddity. Low plant-to-plant competition (edges
of fields, thin populations, etc.) often results in
successful ear development at more than one stalk
node (joint). This characteristic is often termed
"prolificacy" and some prolific hybrids exist that
routinely produce more than one harvestable ear at
respectable plant populations.

However, Marty claims that the multiple ears were
occurring on a single ear shank, rather than their
usual occurrence at individual stalk nodes (joints).

The primary ear was at its usual position at the end
of the ear shank, but one or more additional ears
were developing farther down the same shank.

Well, Marty is not alone in discovering this
phenomenon. At Purdue's SEPAC Field Day on
August 18 (if you missed it, shame on you!), several
folks acknowledged that they had seen similar plants
along edges of fields this year. A few of the plants in
my own research plots at SEPAC display this
strange multiple-eared appearance.

This multiple-eared oddity, let's call it the MESS
Syndrome (Multiple Ears on a Single Shank), does
not occur very frequently but raises questions when
it does show up. Is it a fertility imbalance? Was it
caused by your #@%$%! herbicide? Was the seed
genetically-challenged? Will it affect grain yield?
(Continued on Page 4.)



Weather Data

Average Daily Values for week ending Monday morning August 24, 1998

| | Alr | Precipitation | G owi ng Degree Days
Area] Station | Tenperature | Past | Since | DNSince| Past | Since | DN Since
| | Max | Mn | DN | Wek | April 1 | April 1 | Wek | April 1 | April 1

NW  Wanat ah 85 59 43 .35 18. 38 -.05 155 2409 +244

Kent | and 86 63 +3 .00 23.24 +4.52 171 2669 +250

W namac 84 64 +5 .18 20. 55 +2. 38 171 2579 +279

NC  Sout h Bend 84 66 +5 .11 16. 75 -.99 178 2546 +304

Waterford MIls 85 62 +4 . 65 18.71 +1. 92 165 2554 +274

NE Prairie Heights 84 63 +5 .11 17.72 +.20 166 2579 +536

Colunmbia Gty 83 62 +3 .00 19.79 +2.21 161 2479 +304

Fort Wayne 83 63 +2 . 06 22.23 +5.79 163 2562 +209

Bl uffton 84 64 +3 .00 24. 33 +6. 83 171 2646 +234

WC  West Lafayette 85 63 +4 .00 25.01 +6. 80 169 2663 +328

Perrysville 85 64 +2 .02 28.23 +7.72 175 2758 +77

Crawfordsville 86 61 +3 .00 26.94 +9. 02 166 2616 +262

Terre Haute 8s 88 68 +6 . 00 25. 67 +6. 02 192 2994 +386

C Ti pton 84 60 +2 .00 29.55 +11. 04 155 2486 +194

| ndi anapol i s 85 65 +3 .00 27.98 +9. 44 177 2835 +240

| ndi an Creek 87 65 +5 . 00 26. 04 +6. 90 179 2853 +373

EC Farm and 85 62 +4 .04 23.61 +5. 64 164 2575 +336

Li berty 86 61 +2 .00 24. 32 +4.51 164 2667 +212

SW Vincennes 88 64 +3 .00 31.34 +11.79 178 2944 +265

Duboi s 87 63 +2 .00 26. 80 +5. 45 172 2860 +240

Evansville 88 66 +2 .02 24.12 +5. 35 184 3121 +200

SC Bedford 87 62 +3 .00 33.74 +13. 31 173 2814 +274

Louisville 89 68 +3 . 00 26. 15 +6. 53 194 3203 +320

SE Butlerville 86 60 +0 .00 31.63 +12.01 160 2769 +70

DN = departure from nornal.

G owi ng Degree Days = daily nean - 50 (bel ow 50 adjusted to 50, above 86 adjusted to 86.)

and Departure from Normal

Rainfall for Past 4 Weeks
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The above information is provided by Ken Scheeringa, Indiana State Climatologist (765)494-8105
E-mail: kscheeringa@dept.agry.purdue.edu http://shadow.agry.purdue.edu



Estimates (continued)

Well, first of all, let's remember a few things about an ear
shank. Basically, an ear shank is a modified stalk. The
husk leaves originate from individual nodes (joints) on
the shank, similar to the plant's regular leaves originating
from individual nodes on the main stalk. Instead of a
male flower (tassel) developing at the end of this
modified stalk, a female flower (ear shoot) develops.

Similar to the nodes of the main stalk, it is
physiologically possible for ear shoots to develop at any
of the nodes of the ear shank. Typically, none actually
occur. Once in a great while, some do form.

| suspect that the appearance of the MESS Syndrome
simply tells us that the plants had ample energy and
resources during the initiation and development of the
ear shoots earlier in the season, enough that there was
extra resources available for the plant to "invest" in the
development of these additional ear shoots. Many of
these "affected" plants also exhibit the more typical
second ear

development at the node below the primary ear that is
associated with low plant-to-plant competition. As
such, therefore, there is likely nothing negative about
the existence of the MESS Syndrome.

Bottom Line: If you haven't seen this phenomenon
before, take some time this week to walk your fields
and look for it along the edges. You will probably find
some. They make good desk ornaments and also
make for good conversation at your next social event.

Don't forget, this and other timely information about
corn can be view at the Chat ‘n Chew Cafe on the
World Wide Web at
http://www.agry.purdue.edu/agronomy/ext/corn/c
hatchew.htm. For information about corn, take
a look at the Corn Growers Guidebook on the
World Wide Web at
http://www.agry.purdue.edu/agronomy/ext/corn/

--Bob Nielsen, Corn Specialist, Purdue University

IN 47907-1148.
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